CLINTON COUNTY JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES
FOSTER CARE PROGRAM
POLICY ON TRANSPORTATION

A. Any vehicle owned or leased by a foster caregiver and used to transport a foster child
shall be maintained in a safe condition and in compliance with all motor vehicle laws.
Such vehicles shall be covered by liability insurance in accordance with current state
laws.

B. A foster caregiver shall ensure that any person transporting a foster child in a motor
vehicle shall be licensed to drive that class of vehicle and that such vehicle is maintained
in a safe condition according to state laws.

C. A foster caregiver shall ensure that a foster child transported in a motor vehicle shall at
all times be restrained by a seatbelt including both a lap belt and a shoulder belt in
vehicles that are so equipped.

D. When the foster child is less than four years old or forty pounds in weight, a child
restraint seat secured by a seatbelt or the lower anchors and tethers for children (LATCH)
system shall be used. The child restraint seat shall be placed in the back seat of any
motor vehicle that has a back seat.

1. An infant less than one year of age or twenty pounds in weight shall be restrained
only in a rear-facing position and whenever possible shall not be placed in the
front seat of a motor vehicle equipped with passenger air bags.

2. Children at least one year old and between twenty pounds and forty pounds in
weight shall be restrained in a forward-facing position.

E. When the foster child is at least four years old and forty pounds in weight and less than
eighty pounds or shorter than four feet, nine inches in height, the child shall be restrained
in a belt positioning booster seat in a forward-facing position. The booster seat shall be
placed in the back seat of any motor vehicle that has a back seat.

F. All children age twelve and under shall ride in the back seat of a motor vehicle that has a
back seat and shall not ride in the front seat of the vehicle unless the vehicle does not
have a back seat. If a foster child rides in the front seat of a vehicle as allowed by this
rule, the foster caregiver must disable the passenger side airbag if the vehicle is so
equipped.
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